
 

 
 
MEMORANDUM 
 
 
 
DATE:  March 14, 2008 
 
TO:  All Members of the Delaware State Senate 
     and House of Representatives 
    
FROM:  Ms. Daniese McMullin-Powell 

Chairperson 
State Council for Persons with Disabilities 

 
RE:  H.B. 285 [Single-Gender Charter Schools] 
 
The State Council for Persons with Disabilities (SCPD) has reviewed H.B. 285 which is an attempt to open the 
first same-sex charter school in Delaware, the Prestige Academy.  Although federal regulations were amended 
in 2006 to permit same-sex charter schools, in December of 2007 the Delaware Department of Education 
(DOE) determined that same-sex charter schools could violate State law.  The DOE supports amendments to 
State law to authorize same-sex charter schools.  According to the attached News Journal articles, the principal 
opposition to the bill is the teachers’ union, the DSEA.  The articles note that charter school teachers are not 
unionized. 
  
Multiple restrictive amendments were added to the bill prior to House passage.  They have the following 
effects: 1) requiring the DOE, not RCCSD, to sponsor/authorize the Prestige Academy; 2) sunsetting the 
statutory authorization allowing new same-sex charter schools in 2013; 3) requiring the DOE to submit a 
funding proposal to the Legislature for an evaluation of same-sex charter schools for inclusion in the FY 10 
budget; 4) requiring the DOE to actively pursue establishment of a same-sex charter school for the opposite 
gender within 2 years; and 5) requiring same-sex charter schools to issue an annual report to the DOE and 
Legislature. 
 
SCPD endorses the concept of authorizing same-sex charter schools but is not taking a position specifically on the 
Prestige Academy Charter School.  As the News Journal articles indicate, other states are authorizing such 
initiatives and the charter school model is intended to facilitate innovation and new practices.   
 
Thank you for your consideration and please contact SCPD if you have any questions regarding our position on 
the proposed legislation. 
 
cc: The Honorable Ruth Ann Minner 

Governor’s Advisory Council for Exceptional Citizens 
Developmental Disabilities Council 
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